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Design: Bureau Poortvliet & Partners garden & landscape architects
Photographer: Mariejanne Vorenholt/Jaap Poortvliet

Area: 7.5 hectares

Location: Oeken (Gelderland) The Netherlands

This modest so called “Hall-house-farm” is situated at the convergence of
the catchment area of the river IJssel and the edge of the Veluwe, at the
boundary between clay and sand in the area of Oeken (municipality of
Brummen). The area of the plot is 7.5 hectare. The farm is mentioned on
a fragment of a map dated 1830. The name “Heidebloem” or “"Heather-
flower” is used in a topographical map from about 1900. The owner has
lived in the farmhouse for many years, but decided that a radical renova-
tion and reconstruction was needed. The country character of the farm-
house had been seriously impaired by a modernization carried out by pre-
vious inhabtants.

The architect first suggested a new rebuild but the clients thought this out
of character with the country surroundings. At this stage we were brought
in to help think about the integration of the area into the countryside and
the development of a landscape plan.

The surroundings, a lovely area with intermingling wooded areas, hedges,
hawthorn hedges and fields are its strongest point. The farmhouse lies
nestles in the landscape, with, on one side an old orchard and on the
other side an area with groups of ancient oaks and sweet chestnuts each
with an average trunk circumference of one meter. The farm complex was
fairly typical, consisting of a farmhouse, a number of barns in use as a
garage/storage, stable/hayloft, chicken run, and bakery. Subsequently it
was decided to remove the bakery as it interfered with the desired view.
On the street side of the farmhouse the typical barn doors used by the in-
habitants, both human and animal were missing. The front door was not
inviting and difficult to get to. The entrances to the garage and the front
door were hidden from the road and facing the open country.

The characteristic features of this type of farmhouse in this area of the
countryside were again restored during the renovation. The barn doors are
now used as the entrance to the farmhouse and the area in front is used
for cars. The entrance to the garage and the arrangement of the yard is in
keeping with this arrangement.




* PRIVATE GARDEN&RESIDENTIAL LANDSCAPE

: a clear division between “front” and “back”.

To the rear the farmhouse has been en-
hanced by the formal garden, lawn, or-
chard, vegetable garden, stable and chick-

. en run.Young trees have been planted

within the old orchard. The free standing

£ groups of old trees have been integrated

into the garden design.

A very old and characteristic cherry tree is
now an imposing focus point between two
long flower borders. The lawn at the end
merges seamlessly into a flower meadow
which continues up to the boundary with
the wood.
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